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NONFICTION: “‘I Was Homeless'” ¢ SKILL: Reading Comprehension, page 1 of 3

Read, Think, Explain

Identifying Nonfiction Elements

124

Use this activity sheet with “’I Was Homeless.
words that appear in bold.

See Scope’s “Glossary of Nonfiction Terms” for definitions of the

( Before Reading: Text Features )

1. Read the headline, or title. Write it here:

2. Study the main image on page 4. Describe it.

3. What can you infer about Kevin Liu, based on the image and the headline?

4. What does the As You Read box on page 5 tell you to think about?

5. Consider the infographic on page 7. Which of the following best describes the type of information it

contains? (check one)
[J It compares homelessness in America with homelessness in other countries.
[ 1t contains facts about homelessness in America.

[] 1t contains facts about homeless teens in America.

6. What type of information do you think you will learn in this article?

USES: COPY MACHINE, OPAQUE PROJECTOR, OR TRANSPARENCY MASTER FOR OVERHEAD PROJECTOR. SCHOLASTIC INC. GRANTS SUBSCRIBERS OF SCHOLASTIC SCOPE PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS PAGE FOR USE IN THEIR CLASSROOMS. ©2013 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

SCHOLASTIC SCOPE ACTIVITY » NOVEMBER 2013 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >
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( During Reading )

7. Consider this sentence from page 6: “Over the past decade, the cost of homes in major American cities has
skyrocketed.”
A. Check ( ¥ ) the box with the correct definition of skyrocket, as it is used in the sentence from the article.
(Check a dictionary if you're not sure.)

toincrease rapidly to fly to collapse

B. Why might the author have chosen skyrocketed instead of another, similar word? What does the author’s

choice of skyrocketed suggest about the cost of American homes?

8. The section “The Ordeal” describes several cause-and-effect relationships. Two effects described in the
section are below. For each, write the cause.

Effect 1: “Life can be very lonely for kids in shelters.” (p. 7)

Cause:

Effect 2: “Many families in the shelter system end up staying much longer than they intend.” (p. 7)

Cause:

9. Look at the infographic on page 7. Then read the claim below. Decide whether the claim is true or false.

Explain your answer using supporting evidence from the infographic.

Claim: Homelessness declined in most states between 2011 and 2012.
This claim is |:| true |:| false (check one).

Explanation:
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NONFICTION: “‘I Was Homeless'”

e SKILL: Reading Comprehension, page 3 of 3

(

After Reading )

10.

11. Below is a central idea of “‘I Was Homeless.

Below is a sample of an objective summary of “‘1 Was Homeless.”” It contains some information that it
shouldn’t, such as personal opinions and unneccessary details. Read the paragraph, then cross out any
information that should not be included. We’ve crossed out two pieces of unnecessary information for you.

‘I Was Homeless” by Kristin Lewis tells the stovy of Kevin Lin, o teen from New
Yovk City whose family was homeless for a uumber of years. kevinseewms tike-

aveally wice guy. I'm sovvy apout-what-heppenea to-him: The Lius lived i &

combortable apartment in Chinatrown, whitch s e weighborhoo that inclukes-
womy sy shops; befove they weve suddenly amd lllegally evicted by their

lamdlovrAd. The Lamily moved into a howmeless shelter, wheve the living conditions
weve extvewmely poov. It sounds veally awful. The stvess and shame of living n
the shelter caused kevin's grades ama social life to sufler. Kevin's mom bought
o cvockpot even though it was against the vules. The avticle also includes o lot
of geneval inbormation about homelessuess in Amevica amd the safety net in
place to help the homeless. DA you know that the numver of homeless families
i Washington, D.C., has doubled in the past five years? Eventually, after three
very Aficult years, Kevin's family got am apartment of their own. SHll, the

United States faces many challewges in reducing howmelessness.

»»

Three of the pieces of evidence listed support it, but one of

them does not. Cross out the one that does not.

Central Idea
“Being homeless is a frightening and dehumanizing experience, characterized
by uncertainty and trauma.” (p. 6)

Evidence #1 Evidence #2 Evidence #3 Evidence #4
“Homeless people must “Food poisoning was a “One crisis can quickly “[Homeless people]
struggle to survive with constant worry.” (p. 7) spiral out of control, are frequent victims
almost nothing.” (p. 6) causing that person to of robbery, evenin

fall behind on housing shelters.” (p. 6)

payments or become
unable to pay at all.”

(p. 5)
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